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Ambassador Extraordinary with the task of
framing another Grand Alliance to compel the
French King to withdraw his troops from Bel-
gium, of preventing the union of France and
Spain and of obtaining satisfaction for the
Austrian Emperor's claims on the Spanish in-
heritance.

In his negotiations for the Grand Alliance of
1701, Marlborough disclosed his strength as a
diplomatist. He was careful not to offend the
constitutional susceptibilities of the English Parlia-
ment ; he helped to reconcile the sharply opposed
claims of the Dutch and the Imperialists; and he
saw that the English demands for colonial and
trade compensations were met. The terms of
the second Grand Alliance were :

(1)  That there should be no union between
the Crowns of France and Spain ;

(2)  that  the Austrian   Emperor   Leopold's
second son, the Archduke Charles, should be
awarded the Spanish possessions in Belgium
and Italy ;

(3)  that the Dutch should have a string of
fortresses  in  Belgium to  protect  them  per-
manently from France ; and

(4)  that England and Holland should keep
their overseas conquests.

The treaty was signed on September 7, 1701 ;
on September 16 James II died and Louis
unwisely recognized his son James Edward,
known to history as the Old Pretender, as the
rightful King of England. This insult rallied
the country to the new war. William hastily